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On Saturday 17th November, 5 bands gathered at Horton Kirby for the annual Call Change Competition. It was 
especially good this year to see the 2 newest bands in the district, Farnborough and Lewisham, taking part. Ben 
Meyer and Rosemary Hill from the University of London had agreed to come along and judge. Once they'd had a 
ring and found a place to listen, the draw was made, tweaked a bit and then the competition began.  
 
All the bands completed their practice and test pieces and then it was over to Ben and Rosemary to give their 
comments and the results. Ben started by saying that it was good to be able to 'grab' a new county as a judge. He 
felt that some of the bands may have struggled because the bells would have been lighter than they were 
probably used too but all of the bands had a nice beat to them which he'd have felt comfortable ringing a quarter 
to. He also thought it was great for learners to enter striking competitions because it's one of the things that 
experienced ringers dread so it was good to get used to it. 
 
Team 1: They thought that the practice struggled to settle but that the team talk must have worked as the test 
piece was much improved. It was rung at a nice speed for the bells. Some issues with striking around half way 
though and a crunchy finish but overall it was nice piece of ringing. 
 
Team 2: This team rang faster 
than team 1 and the speed also 
fluctuated so not a constant beat. 
Once again the test piece was better 
than the practice so the team talks 
were definitely working. 
 

Team 3: They settled quicker and 
seemed more comfortable with 
the bells. There were some minor 
hesitations and some bells seemed 
to be pushing it on a bit.  

     
                                                          (cont. overleaf) 
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Team 4: This was the best pull off and opening rounds 
to the day. A nice piece of confident ringing which they 
enjoyed listening to. The slight niggle was that there 
were fluctuations of speed which not everyone 
adapted to quickly. 
 
Team 5: This was the only team not to ring call changes 
in the practice. As with many other teams they had 
trouble settling down but they recovered well from 
clashes. 

 

Congratulations to the Crayford / Dartford band for 
winning the call change competition but it was really 
good to see how well the bands from Farnborough and 
Lewisham did and especially from Lewisham where for 
half their band it was the first time that they had rung 
outside their home tower. Thanks again to Ben and 
Rosemary for giving up their time to come and judge it 
and for the Horton Kirby ringers for providing the 
refreshments and venue. 

    Rupert Cheeseman 

Position Team Tower Faults 

1st 4 Crayford 10 

2nd 3 Erith, Christ Church 21 

3rd 1 Chelsfield 30 

4th 2 Farnborough 52 

5th 5 Lewisham 67 
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Happy New Year to all our readers! 
 
2012 is going to be a year to follow after the 
Diamond Jubilee, Olympics and Paralympics 
and all the ringing that accompanied them.  
[ŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘΗ 
 
Some of you have been busy going on outings to different 
towersτalways good to improve ringing skills,  providing of 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻŎƪ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ {ƘŜƭŀƎƘ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎ ŘƛŘΗ  
!ƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƴ ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦL ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜΗ  LǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
others experiences and the recommendations of nice pubs 
are always welcome. 
 
Rupert has provided a quiz for you all to test your knowledge 
or memoryτanswers next time.  If anyone else has a 
suitable quiz or crossword or anything like please send it in 
to me as it helps to make the newsletter more interesting 
and appeals to more people. 
 
I was fortunate to enjoy another visit to Australia in 
November and one of the highlights for me was a trip to the 
Great Barrier Reef.  We had a helicopter trip over the reef 
which was spectacular including flying over Heart Reef, a 
natural formation, only visible from the air.  Well worth 
doing if you ever find yourselves in the area! 
 

Happy reading!  Sue x 

 
First one 

home wins  

Deal  

S### !!!  

Heart Reef , Great Barrier Reef  
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A damp, dreary day greeted the 14 ringers from Dartford and Crayford as they arrived at Lamberhurst to start their 
outing ς ǎƻƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ DǊŀŜƳŜΩǎ ǎŀǘ ƴŀǾΗ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ сΣ ƘŀƭŦ ƳǳŦŦƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
Remembrance Day was a good way to start though. 
 

 
 

Kilndown was next with its amazing marquetry panelling in the 
church made from different local woods.  They also had the most 
interesting ascent of the day up a vertical metal ladder which 
carried on up to the bells - quite a jaunt when repairs are needed! 
It's a good thing we had H&S Sue on hand to make sure that nobody 
fell down. The bells went very quickly there on short ropes. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              Guess who? 
 

Having had an easy start to the day we then moved on to 
three 8's to finish it, the first being at Hawkhurst.  The 
local told us that with a couple of people the 23cwt tenor 
would go up right but try as we might having got it 
striking, we just could not keep it striking. In the end after 
a few abortive attempts we gave up and just rung it up 
anyway then found it had gone up right after all so we 
need not have tried so hard in the first place!  These bells 
were quite heavy going and noisy at the back end so we were glad to go to Cranbrook for lunch!                  


